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Homelessness in Vancouver
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OUTLINE

Context
Current situation
Homeless Action Plan
Success and Challenge

Overview of the Presentation
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CONTEXT

Vancouver in the Region
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CONTEXT

Vancouver in the Region

CORE NEED

CITY
22%

15%

31%

56%
CITY

RENTAL

27%

73%

CITY
0.58 Million

1.57 Million

POPULATION

REST OF REGION
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CURRENT SITUATION

Street Homeless
City Staff

2001 300-600

2004 500-1,200

Regional Street Homeless 
and Sheltered Homeless

SPARC

2002 300

2005 1,100

Homeless Numbers
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WHERE WE ARE TODAY

Street Homeless

Almost all are adults, 
almost no families with 
children
Most aged 25-45, more 
younger in summer
Majority male
One quarter Aboriginal 
(compared to 2% of 
population)
Two-thirds have a mental 
illness or addiction or 
both



7HOUSING CENTRE 7

SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Housing Centre 
Homeless Counts

Income
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Friday, October 30, 1998
Three hours, 5 am  to 8 am
Weather: dry and cool
Two days after cheque-issue day
Ten campers, all male and late teens to fifty years old.
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WHERE WE ARE TODAY

Shelters

2000 550 Beds

2006 731 Beds

At-Risk

39,000 people living in 
20,000 households

Homeless Numbers
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WHERE WE ARE TODAY

Human suffering
Effects on communities 
and businesses
Inefficient use of public 
resources
• Homeless: $40,000 per 

year
• Housed: $28,000 per year

Why Homelessness is a Concern
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

PLAN FRAMEWORK
Three Ways to Home

Income 18 Actions

Housing 27 Actions

Support 
Services

42 Actions

Homeless Action Plan
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

Reduce Barriers to 
Welfare and Create 
Jobs for the Homeless

Priority Action – Income
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

Supportive Housing

Proven outcomes
• Reduction in 

hospitalization rates by 
more than 50%

• Reduction in emergency 
room usage by a third

Develop throughout the 
city

Priority Action – Housing

New Portland Hotel
20 W. Hastings St.
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

Priority Action – Housing

No support for tent cities at this time
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

Increase mental health and 
addiction services by 
Assertive Community 
Treatment (ACT)

Priority Action – Support Services

InSite
139 E. Hastings St
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HOMELESS ACTION PLAN

Provincial (72 actions)
Vancouver Coastal Health (19 actions)

Federal (24 actions)

City (24 actions)

Major Roles for Governments
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SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Outreach pilot project
Province/City 
partnership

Increase welfare rates

Income
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SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Need for 
ongoing 
stable 
funding for 
housing – 800 
units/year

Housing
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SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Woodward’s
200 social housing units 
- 125 for singles at risk 
of homelessness

65 East Hastings
92 units ‘Housing First’

Housing
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SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Supportive Housing 
Strategy

Housing
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SUCCESS AND CHALLENGE

Four pillars strategy
Supervised Injection Site

Services
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HOMELESSNESS IN VANCOUVER

Homelessness can be 
reduced and 
prevented

Need involvement of 
all sectors in our 
community

Build on partnerships

Summary
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