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September 21, 2005
EMBARGOED UNTIL 12:01 AM SEPTEMBER 21, 2005
Homeless Count Final report shows Disturbing trends in homeless population 
The final report from the 2005 Homeless Count confirms a doubling of homelessness in the region since 2002 and even greater increases in the street homeless population. Further analysis of the count results is showing a number of disturbing trends, including a marked increase in homelessness amongst seniors and a disproportionate representation of Aboriginal people in the homeless population. 

Since the preliminary release of the count numbers last April, the Social Planning and Research Council of BC (SPARC BC) has developed a detailed profile of absolute homelessness in the region. “In addition to the huge overall increase in the number of homeless people in the region between 2002 and 2005, we were surprised by the growing incidence of long-term homelessness, the number of people being on the street for a year or more. New demographics of the homeless population are also emerging, with the number of homeless seniors increasing by 235% over the last few years,” said Michael Goldberg, Research Director of SPARC BC. “We were also surprised by the extent of over-representation of Aboriginal people among the homeless.” The report reveals that 30% of all homeless people are Aboriginal despite making up only 2% of the regional population. 

Based on the findings of the report, SPARC BC also makes recommendations for action for all levels of government and the community. “Several of these research findings are so clear and compelling that they lead very logically to the recommendations we’ve made,” added Goldberg.  

“The results of the report are shocking and we know they are an undercount of the actual number of people on the street,” said Patrick Stewart, Chair of the Aboriginal Homelessness Steering Committee and President of the Architectural Institute of British Columbia. “We need to strengthen the response to homelessness in the Aboriginal community throughout the region.”

“The increasing size and degree of vulnerability of the homeless population are disturbing to us,” said Alice Sundberg, Acting Chair of the Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness. “But these findings greatly increase our understanding of homelessness in Greater Vancouver and will be very helpful in targeting our strategies to better address homelessness in the region.”
The Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness (RSCH) is composed of people and organizations operating and funding facilities, services or programs targeted to people who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness in the region. The Aboriginal Homeless Steering Committee is composed of people from aboriginal organizations serving the homeless population.  Both are dedicated to working with communities, community-based organizations and all levels of government in developing solutions to homelessness in Greater Vancouver.
The complete report, including demographics of homeless people in the region and recommendations for action, will be provided at a news conference: 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005
9:30 a.m.

Information Centre, Ground Floor

Greater Vancouver Regional District

4330 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC
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For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Judy Roberts, Regional Homelessness Unit, 604-451-6065
004309041
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	LU’MA NATIVE HOUSING SOCIETY
(translated from Salish as: New Beginnings)





[image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.jpg]


